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On Jan. 10, army commander-in-chief Gen. Humberto Ortega said the theft of 28 surface-to-air
missiles from the Nicaraguan arsenal and subsequent sale to the Salvadoran rebels was wrong,
and violated agreements between the armies of the Soviet Union and Nicaragua. He added that the
Sandinista People's Army (EPS) officers who stole the missiles acted in a reckless manner without
consideration of consequences. Ortega said he disagreed with the arrested officers' description
of their actions as "heroic," since they have endangered the revolutionary process and the army's
prestige. The officers said they were motivated by revolutionary principles, and by the desire to
assist the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). Next, the general said the weapons
theft was "unacceptable." He added that it never occurred to the Sandinistas to travel to Cuba
and take weapons provided by the Soviets to the Cuban army to fight the Somoza regime. Ortega
continued by stating that Moscow's decision to inform US officials of the origin of SAMs found
in El Salvador was an aspect of sovereignty. He emphasized that the Soviets could not place
responsibility on Cuba for the missiles found in El Salvador; they had to tell the truth. The general
asserted that the Soviet Union has the right to know what happened to its missiles, since they were
donated to the EPS. Ortega said the EPS never purchased weapons from the USSR. (Basic data from
EFE, 01/10/91)
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